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EDITORIALTRANSITION
In June of 2002, editorial operations o⁄cially transitioned from
Geneva, Switzerland to Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA,
though preparations for this began early in the year. A new Edi-
torial Board was established, and we are pleased to report that
several of the previous Section and Associate Editors stayed on
board; their experience, along with the fresh eyes of the new
board members, will provide the balanced review JID has long
provided its submitting authors. A new editorial sta¡ of two full-
time employees was phased in, beginning in February. Due in
large part to the online submission and peer review system in
use, the transition was generally smooth.
PUBLICATION STATISTICS FOR 2002
The Journal published 331 original manuscripts in 2002, includ-
ing original articles, communications, and mutation reports. This
is about equal to the number published in 2001. The journal also
published 1 symposium proceedings in 2002, totaling 13 articles.
SUBMISSIONS FOR 2002
The Journal received 660 original manuscripts (596 original arti-
cles, 51 communications, and 13 mutation reports) in 2002, and an
overall total of 727 papers (including 7 review articles and 54 let-
ters to the Editor). This represents an 8% increase over 2001, in
which the journal received 614 original manuscripts for review.
Total submissions for 2003 are expected to reach 800, represent-
ing a 10% increase over 2002.
REVIEW
Manuscripts were reviewed by one editorial board member
and usually two external reviewers. Time from submission to
initial decision dropped from 47 days in 2001 to 40 days in
2002, in large part due to increased monitoring of the process
by the editorial sta¡. The move to web-based submission and
review in 2001 reduced the turnaround time by 10 days (from 57
to 47).
GEOGRAPHIC ORIGIN OF MANUSCRIPTS
Submissions from Europe were stable (349 submissions compared
with 341 in 2001). Submissions from all other regions remained
relatively stable, except submissions from North America, which,
in contrast to a 6-year drop, increased by 10% (201 in 2002 vs 182
in 2001). The USA continues to be our highest single contributor,
with 185 submissions, with Germany (109) and Japan (105) close
behind, followed by the UK (49) and France (35).
IMPACT FACTOR
The JID’s impact factor, as reported by the ISI, dropped in 2002
from 4.645 to 3.746. This number is calculated by dividing the
citations in 2002 to articles published in 2001 and 2000 (2386)
by the number of articles published in those years (637). Despite
this drop, ISI still ranked the JID 1st in its category of ‘‘Dermatol-
ogy and Venereal Diseases’’. We are working to improve these
numbers by implementing a number of strategies to make the
journal more useful and timely. First, we are again publishing
a major ‘‘Progress in Dermatology’’ review 3^4 times a year by
partnering with the Dermatology Foundation. Second, we
have started publishing ‘‘Snippets’’, which highlights articles in
the current issue for clinician readers. We have partnered with
the British Journal of Dermatology to publish ‘‘Snippets’’ from
their journal which are research-oriented. We continue to seek
information-sharing partnerships of this type with other journals.
Third, and perhaps most important, we invite several commen-
taries for each issue which highlight articles published in that
particular issue.
PRODUCTION TIMELINESS
Much e¡ort has gone into improving the timeliness of our pub-
lication.We identify editorial content early in the process of put-
ting together an issue, and this has worked to our advantage:
while the publication dates for 2002 averaged 12 days late, 2003
is mailing on time.
IN CONCLUSION
Our ¢rst year of this Editorial term has been successful, and we
have made several content and format changes to the journal we
believe will be appreciated by readers and re£ected in future im-
pact factor calculations. I thank the Editorial Board for all their
hard work, especially Russ Hall and Luis Diaz, our Deputy Edi-
tors; special thanks is also due to our reviewers, who are the back-
bone of the Journal.
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Figure 4. Impact Factor 1996^2002. Insert shows the e¡ect of the report-
ing delay on the impact factor. The 2002 impact factor is based on publica-
tions in 2000 and 2001, and does not re£ect the new editorial board’s
selections. The 2004 impact factor will still re£ect manuscripts published
in the ¢rst months of 2002. Thus, there is a long lag in editorial content
a¡ecting the impact factor.
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